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June. 1938 
IITJ: ROAD TO REALITY 
(Cintimiod from pace 1) 
own 11:)no way of put 1 my things. 
In Objecting, for example, to the way 
of earl yen: too far tho derivative 
meaning of the word education, that 
is simply a drawing-out. process, 
"You cannot, draw the nntl 
t tptit at'on table out of a boy until 
you havp put it in him " In this 
fopb will be found thoughts well 
wot thy nf attention in any efforts to­
ward thr cotppiehension of the fun-
d--imental moaning of education. 
Of •••m , it'Tf have been many 
attempt''- to supply a crisp definition 
ioi what education really means, and 
without doubt all the attempted defi­
nition:. contain a truth about the 
ptoses:'. It is perhaps well that, we 
have so many different expressions. 
Back of all these there must be a 
fundamental idea, some truth about, 
the matter, which is independent of 
the many various phases and changes 
•to which the process has been sub­
jected. If w r  can. dig out any such 
fundamental idea, it will have the 
simplicity which characterizes all 
really great truths. 
ft seems to me we may claim that 
education primarily consists in hav­
ing the will to think closely about 
what we may hear or read and about 
what we ourselves may say or read 
or do it is commonly said that what 
the world at large needs is people, 
who think, arid how often in personal 
matters one feels like saying, if I 
had only thought about it. I think 
it is not giving too much emphasis 
to this simple matter of thinking, 
of putting one's mind on. a thing, to 
claim that it is the most essential 
pair of the process of education. 
In speaking of the will to think I 
did not mention the power of think­
ing, which of course varies in each 
nnn, woman, and child. All each 
can do is to use to the host of one's 
ability the rapacity one has, hut 
whatever the capacity may he, any 
ou<- can be led to have thr will to use 
it nil I can be schooled to gain the 
habit of using it. It is in the pro-
looting of this use and habit that it 
rooms to me the highest service of 
education consists. Of course we 
must leant facts of history and 
geography , pf mathematics and the 
i eietiees. and of course we must learn 
how to do specific things, but to all 
our pursuits and would-be accom­
plishments we need to bring a think­
ing mind. 
For promoting habit of think­
ing we ought to hew in mmd that it 
r, far more important to be con-
re.u ed about how- the school tasks 
are to he performed than about what 
the tasks may be. How the work is 
done r; the mam tiring. T believe 
that. Mr. Chesterton was quite right 
when ho said that education is not. 
an end but a method, It makes ah 
the difference whether young people 
are made to >ea11yp that they must 
do what they do not just to get 
through, bpf that they must do it 
thoughtfully and with their utmost 
power of perfection 
Is it, not evident that any curricu­
lum should include some subject, or 
subjects demanding accuracy? pome 
subjects should be included which 
will be definite and precise, like 
m a t h e m a t i c s  o r  g r a m m a r ,  T  h e r e  
are, of course, subjects, which ought 
to lis studied for the. information 
they give, like civil government, for 
example, or subjects that ought to 
be, studied for calling attention to 
mod' i n problems, like sociology, for 
example. But it can hardly be 
claimed that subjects which have 
variable contents and differ with 
time and place can have the solid 
educational value of subjects which 
are definite, subjects which demand 
unquestionable accuracy, and in their 
nature have their value in perfec­
tion. or at least in approximate per­
fection. 
This idea of perfection m work 
looks toward the ultimate purposes 
of education in promoting culture 
and character. Putting one's whole 
mind in work and doing it as per­
fectly as possible is the basis of what 
may be called artistic production, 
whether it. be m the making of a 
dress or in the painting of a picture. 
So it is that tthe simple practice in 
a schoolroom of requiring young 
people to do llieir tasks in a way 
that demands thought and accuracy 
tells ultimately not only in practical 
matters of earnnig a living but in 
(lie higher accomplishments which 
make the living a richer one than 
money can. buy. 
Furthermore we may also see that 
this habit of elose thinking is the 
foundation of the ability to form 
correct judgments about things and 
people. In other words the habit of 
thinking brings insight in making 
true emulations and helping one to 
distinguish between what is superfi­
cial and shallow and what is substan­
tial and real. Perhaps the most, 
clear-cut line of division among peo-
pl° .U'St this, between those who 
reality and those who judge only 
by appearance. 
This thought tempts the venture 
to make the briefest of all definitions 
of education and to say that educa­
tion is the Road to Reality. That is 
to sa.i- that the business of education, 
in its best sense and highest reaches, 
IS to help us attain the: power and 
habit of seeing real vaules and mak­
ing true judgments in all our con­
tact:.. 
t may bnofiy sum up as follows: 
Education in its most general 
seme is something that has not 
changed with periods of time. Tt 
has always been the same. It sub­
jects of course change but not the 
thing itself Its essentials value is 
that it helps in all subjects and ac­
tivities. 
2 Education in this general sense 
leads to the way of doing anything, 
whatever it may be, as perfectly as 
possible and i. thus the foundation 
of satisfactory and artistic accom­
plishment even in the common things 
of evgry-day life. 
•• Education in this sense leads 
to the way of looking below the sur­
face and so leads to the habits of 
seemg and valuing what is real 
rather than the :Mw of things. In 
thts way education finds its fine 
moral value pf discrimination. 
It is most interesting to realize 
that all these high consequences look 
back to the simple problems of the 
schoolroom. It all goes back to an 
e l e m e n t a r y  m e t h o d s  a b o u t  w h i c h  
there is no deep mystery. It all goes 
back to the determination of the 
teacher fq insist that George must 
work his arithmetic examples and 
write IPs English exercises correctly. 
It ail goes back to schooling George 
in the practice of being honest and 
thorough in his thinking and of being 
accurate in what he learns and does. 
SOUTHWESTERN OPEN TENNIS 
TOURNAMENT 
The following are the results of the 
singles matches of the Southwestern 
Open Tennis Tournament: 
Lloyd Scott, the pride of Moody, 
Texas, again rules as champion of 
the Southwest, having defeated the 
defending champion, Ted Lawson, of 
A.uslin, Texas, by a score of 8-6, 
6-1, 6-0. 
Mi's. Agnos Lawson completed a 
successful defense of her Women's 
Singles Championship by defeating 
Miss Velnin Edwards, 6-3, 6-1. 
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In surveying Negro life, the 
Standard believes that it would be 
more than a passing program, if a 
critical -study was made to ascertain 
the amount and purposes of financial 
outlays as well as incomes of Negroes 
in the principles cities and towns of 
Texas. 
In what employments are Negroes 
engaged ? What is the average 
salaries for such employment? For 
what are these salaries generally 
spent? How much goes into saving 
accounts, for permanent investments, 
for these things that make for stable 
p r o g r e s s ,  l a y i n g  s o l i d  e c o n o m i c  
foundations for those who must 
follow and take up where age and 
time have bumped off? 
The Standard is aware that the 
race has made commendable progress 
in many directions since emanci­
pation, but it is not, deceived. The 
comparative conditions we must 
witness on every hand should cause 
the sober minded to think, and the 
racially conscious, not only to por­
tray the ills and shortcomings of the 
race, but to point the way to more 
wholesome and dependable situations 
which will enhance its position, eco­
nomically, as well as socially and 
oratorieally. 
It is said that it is no disgrace to 
be poor, without a guarantee of a 
comfortable living and life. That 
may be true, but it is also true, that 
under beggarly handicaps, nobody can 
contribute very much to the progress 
of the times. Economic progress is 
not gained merely by having jobs 
and receiving salaries. It comes 
through investments bringing reason­
able returns and incomes, through-
Constant savings of at least a part 
of the earnings gained by labor. 
Is too much of our meagre incomes 
spent for those things that bring 
no progressive returns, for too many 
m i s g u i d e d  p l e a s u r e s  a n d  " g o o d  
times?" In the light of what has 
been said, wo are led dispassionately 
to the question of extravagance, a 
quest :on big and large, but still un­
popular and too little considered. 
Against waste and bold and flagrant 
extravagance, the old doctrine of 
teaching by precept and example 
still obtains. 
THE ROAD TO REALITY 
By Dr. J. H. Dillard 
A SUGGESTIVE LIBERAL 
ARTS TRADITION 
By Tro£. R. P. Perry, M. S. 
The way to economic security must 
be led by leaders into profitable in­
dustries and thrift. Sound doctrines 
of thrift and practical economy must 
be preached around the. hearthstone 
and extended dueling the most im­
pressionable days thru the common 
schools and colleges. 
An economic slave is bound al­
m o s t  a s  m u c h  a s  a  c h a t t e l  s l a v e .  
As Lincoln broke the chain of chattel 
slavery, stalwart, far- seeing leaders, 
though with sacrifice, must cut the 
cords that bind the race in economic 
slavery, and free it from poverty, 
u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  i g n o r a n c e ,  c r i m e  
proscription, untold privations and 
sufferings. Wealth is  not the end of 
life, but it is incident to and necessary 
in order to live it fully, freely and 
complacently. 
Practical economy has not been 
overlooked by some of our leaders 
It has long been advocated at 
Prairie View State College. The 
economic wave thus pushed from 
shore will, we t r u s t, lengthen 
and broaden until more business 
avenues will be established and men 
and women recalled from the by­
ways of idleness into the fields of 
profitable industry and stable pro­
gress. 
In the midst of many problems in 
educational circles, such as freedom 
of teaching, teachers' oaths, and 
changes of curriculum, we should not. 
neglect the main problem. We should 
endeavor more and more to compre­
hend the true meaning of education 
and its highest values. 
In any thought now on this sub­
ject I cannot keep from recalling a 
book by the great author and thinker 
who died some weeks ago. Chester­
ton seems to me to have been a genu­
ine seer, one who saw quite deeply 
and clearly into the heart of our most 
modern problems. The book of which 
I am thinking is entitled What 's 
Wrong with the World, and one sec­
tion deals with the subject of what's 
wrong with education. He had his 
(Continued on page 4) 
In a measure the word "tradition'' 
seems adequate, and again it hardly 
expresses the interpretation which 
has become settled in my mind. 
Someone has said that "Tradition is 
the transmission of knowledge, opin­
ions, doctrines, customs, practices, 
from generation to generation, origi­
nally by word of mouth and by 
example, th0 afterward embodied in 
literature." I am afraid, however, 
that left alone the wor'd would 
suggest a sort of continuous opera­
tion without change; it aoukl mean 
falling into a rut with consequent 
absence of progfess. Such a dang­
erous interpretation of the word 
would suggest a type of existence 
destined to fall short of the demands 
of the human and natural forces 
operating in the universe. For in­
stance, the Romans had a traditional 
or habitual treatment for malaria. 
The patient suffering with quartan 
fever had his head placed on a copy 
of Homer, opened to the fourth book 
where the healing of wounded 
Menelaus is described. 
Habitual ways of doing things are 
genuinely first-rate, after their fash­
ion. They are good servants, taking 
over the performance of the thou­
sand and one acts which we all have 
to do every day. But they are fixed, 
otherwise they would not be habits 
cr traditions. The set. rigid, in­
flexible, unvarying, behavior which 
characterizes the p r e d o m i n a n tl y 
habitual man cannot successfully 
meet new situations The blind man 
can make his way easily over old 
ground, but on a new and unlearned 
path he walks slowly, and is m 
dangcr at every step. The habit-
man is a blind man; he is not a path­
finder. 
This does not mean, of course, 
that the ideal discoverer is the man 
who has had no previous knowledge 
of the ground he surveys. The in-
tellerfual explorer in any field should 
be acquainted with, familiar with, 
habituated to. the subject in which 
he works. But this habituation or 
traditionalism must not mean the 
ea.-y following of long familiar routs; 
(Continued on pag-e 3) 
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PRINCIPAL BANKS ADVOCATES 
A BETTER ECONOMIC PROGRAM 
FOR THE RACE 
In a recent session of the Cabinet 
of Prairie View State College, Prin­
cipal IV, R. Banks made an exhaus­
tive comparison of economic and so­
cial conditions Which faced the race 
twenty and thirty years ago with 
similar conditions which confront the 
race of the present day. 
Speaking of the progress made in 
education during recent years at 
Prairie View1, the Principal said: "One 
of the largest classes enrolled in 
college today is that of the grad­
uate school. Ten years ago, there 
were four hundred and thirty-seven 
in the freshman class," "This shows, 
said the Principal, "that from now 
on, we must prepare more for jun­
iors, seniors and graduate students." 
Plainly and without equivocation, 
the Principal extolled the virtues, 
foresight and thrift of the forefa­
thers of the race in America, as­
serting among other things that a 
strong economic and educational 
foundation was laid by them for their 
descendants . He deplored present 
day conditions which showed that 
notwithstanding better educative op­
portunities and social privileges, these 
descendants have not in so many in­
stances preserved the heritage of 
their fathers, but have failed to keep 
pace with them in building solid eco-
V. L. DAVIS GETS HIGH HONOR 
Power of Attorney 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE 
PRESENTS, That we, The Associ­
ated Publishers, Inc., of the city of 
Washington, D. C., have made, con­
stituted, and appointed W. L. Davis, 
2110 Hutc-hihs Street, Houston, Tex., 
true and lowful attorney for us and 
in our name, place, and stead for the 
purpose of presenting to the proper 
educational authorities of Texas the 
matter of adopting as a supplemen­
tary text for the Colored Public 
Schools of that state, Jane Dabney 
Shackleford's THE CHILD'S STORY 
OF THE NEGRO, or for similar ac­
tion with respect to any other pub­
lication of this firm, giving and 
granting unto our said attorney full 
power and authority to do and per­
form all and every act and thing 
whatsoever, requisite and necessary 
to be done in and about the premises, 
as fully, to all intents and purposes, 
as we might or could do if personal­
ly present, with all power of substi­
tution and revocation, hereby rati­
fying and confirming all that our 
said attorney or his substitute shall 
lawfully do or cause to be done by 
virtue thereof. 
IN WITNESS THEREOF, We have 
hereunto sc-t our hand and seal this 
the 4th day of June, One Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight. 
Signed, sealed and Delivered 
in the presence of 
Delya Griffin 
Firm: The Associated Publishers 
By C. G. Woodson, President 
In the marts of life, there is always 
a demand for honesty, truthfulness, 
courtesy, politeness, thrift and good 
manners. 
As good citizens, we must have 
money in our banks and pockets as 
wi-l.l as books in our heads and libra­
ries. In the relays of life, we must 
pass the baton of economic and 
social progress on to our children, 
our state and our country. 
(From a Commencement Address 
delivered by Napoleon B. Edward) 
nomic foundations in like manner 
and in turn for their offspring. His 
n marks were direct challenges to 
loaders of the race everywhere to 
formulate a tangible program which 
will insure employment and make 
for the race more dependable incomes 
and more certain their prosperous 
livelihood. 
THIRTY-THREE ENROLL IN 
GRADUATE SCHOOL AT 
PRAIRIE VIEW STATE 
COLLEGE 
The summer session of Prairie 
View State College formally began 
June G. The first term will extend 
to July 9. The second term of the 
session will begin July 11 and close 
August 15. 
The enrollment will, no doubt, ex­
ceed that of the past summer accord­
ing to the reports from the Registrar 
and prospective outlook. 
For the first time in the history 
of the college, the graduate school 
for the college has been opened to all 
students holding the first degree 
from a standard institution; 
On being interviewed with re­
ference to the graduate school, Dr. 
E. M. Norris, Chairman of the com­
mittee on graduate study, among 
other things released the following 
information: 
Enrollment by courses— 
1. Land Tenure and Problems 
(Agricultural Economics 743, Dr. 
Coruthers)—6 
2. Principles and Practices of Re­
search and Thesis Writing—(Re­
search and Statistics 723, Dr. Norris) 
—19 
3. Curriculum Building (Curricu­
lum Laboratory) (Educational Ad­
ministration and Supervision 743, 
Dr. Thompson)—24 
4. Principles and Practices of Su­
pervision (Educational Administra­
tion and Supervision 753, Dr. Thomp­
son—21 
5. Fundamentals of School Ad­
ministration (Educational Admini­
stration and Supervision 713, Dr. 
Harrison)—15 
6. Problems in Rural Health 
(Rural Education 533, Dr. Evans) 
—15 
Names of graduates students en­
rolled— A. B. Anderson, Ira E Arm­
strong, R. V. Aronld, A. E. Brady, 
Roosevelt Coleman, Williams Collins, 
Ada L. Crisp, Hazel Smith D'ailey, 
C. B. Dansby, W. L. Davis, D. T. 
Duval, Ethel Fortson, J. E. Gooden, 
Harry James Hines, Genoa E Hub-
bard. Blanche L. Edwards, Charles 
A. James. B. S. Luter, C. M. Mav-
field, Sophia E. Montgomery, Mary 
H Parker, Frank R. Pierson, E. J. 
Powell, Thomas C. Rutherford, Eris-
tus Sams, Henry M. Slaughter, E. 
M. Smith, Samuel E. Smith, Henry 
Staton, R. A. Westbrook, W. L. 
Williams, G, C. Meredith, O. M. 
Robinson. 
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A SUGGESTED LIBERAL ARTS 
ARTS TRADITION 
(Continued from page 1) 
routination is the greatest enemy of 
progress. 
In lieu of the word "tradition," I 
rather like the term "characteristic," 
pertaining to certain distinguishing 
features by which one may readily 
identify and classify an object or 
thing. I recall here an interesting 
explanation given by one of our 
biology professors a few nights ago 
when discussing the sex of plants. 
He pointed, out that the sex of a 
plant may be detected readily by 
observing the flowers of that plant 
from the standpoint of structure, 
shape, size, visible parts, etc. And 
so, students, faculties and institutions 
are known by certain characteristics, 
earmarks, practices, and customs. 
Engineers are usually good mathe­
maticians. 
What then should we suggest as 
a characteristic of the Liberal Arts 
College or Division'? 
Unique in conception, content, and 
methods, the Liberal Arts Division 
or College would draw together syn­
thetically into a unified body of fund­
amental thought all of the fields of 
human knowledge. It envisages the 
great problems of the origin and 
evolution of the universe, the origin 
and evolution of man, the relation 
of man to his fellow-men; and it 
seeks a better understanding of man 
and the universe to the end that the 
world of today and tomorrow may 
become a fairer home both for our­
selves and for others. 
The chief concern of such a 
characteristic is the development of 
open, critical, and cultural attitudes 
of mind. Its goal is the discovery of 
roads that lead to the appreciation, 
if not to the realization of a good 
life here and now. 
With traditions motivated by an 
appreciation of the values of educ­
ation that are liberal and cultural, 
the Liberal Arts College or Division 
would be viewed as a place where the 
horizons of the mind are broadened 
and the life of the soul strengthened 
and enriched; where capacity for ex­
perience is measurably enlarged; and 
where one may learn something of 
the fine art of living through study 
of life's essential problems. Here 
students will be invited to think—to 
think with freedom and independence 
—to think straight if possible, but 
to think always. It means simply 
that as a result of their own think­
ing students should learn to choose 
for themselves what thought they 
will make their own. The body of 
this fundamental thought should be 
based upon materials drawn from 
the sciences, the social studies, 
psychology, philosophy, and religion. 
Thus the major emphasis will be 
placed upon the meaning of things 
rather than upon their factual eon-
tent; upon attitudes of mind rather 
than upon detailed information; upon 
creative thought rather than upon 
traditional conventions; upon synthe­
sis rather than upon analysis; upon 
thinking rather than upon memoriz­
ing; upon human values rather than 
upon materia! things; upon the art 
of living rather than upon the tech­
nology of making a living. 
To many persons modern life 
seems to be mostly noise, and eon-
fusion, speed, jazz, sound and fury, 
signifying nothing. They see no­
thing in contemporary life but de­
pression, mora! bankruptcy, religious 
indifference, organized crime, and 
legalized injustice; and they become 
cynics. They see the acids of moder­
nity destroying orthodox conventions; 
and they are shocked. They see 
their social and political prejudices 
q u e s t i o n e d ;  a n d  t h e y  c a l l  f o r  
repressions. 
It is true that the world today is 
not altogether happy. The crashing 
and smashing of absolutes have un­
settled our thinking. It is true that 
civilization and culture have lost 
association with their old landmarks, 
and that orthodox religion and or­
thodox conventions have lost their 
potency. Pleasures that once fasci­
nated no longer please; and amuse­
ments that once thrilled no longer 
amuse. There is world-weariness, 
disillusionment and even giddiness. 
To many persons life no longer 
seems to hold any special signifi­
cance; they are not sure that what 
they are doing is worth-while. 
In the midst of crumbling certain­
ties this predominant characteristic 
or new tradition of the Liberal Arts 
College will remind us that this is 
not the first time that the world has 
changed, not the first age in which 
men questioned the faith and tradi­
tions of the fathers. Men need to 
be told again that in ages past 
everything was in dispute—political 
sanctions, literary values, moral, 
standards, religious convictions, even 
the possibility of reaching any truth 
about anything. 
Out of the confusion and un­
certainty of a world in transition 
C O L O N E L  R O S C O E  S I M M O N S  
MAKES ADDRESS AT 
PRAIRIE VIEW 
Prairie View State College turned 
aside from routine affairs of college 
life Monday morning, June 20, at 
12 o'clock to hear Colonel Roscoe 
Conklin Simmons of Chicago, Illi­
nois, deliver the emancipation ad­
dress. 
Colonel Simmons spoke for one 
hour. Practically every student and 
teacher had been seated in the audi­
torium before the gifted orator and 
statesman began speaking. Rev. L. 
C. Phillip, college minister, offered 
prayer. Dr. G. Lamar Harrison, 
Professor of Education, introduced 
Colonel Simmons. 
After commending Principal W. R. 
Banks upon the improvements re­
cently made at the college, the noted 
orator chose as his subject "THE 
GENIUS OF EMANCIPATION." 
He discussed the legal and moral as­
pects of slavery and emancipation, 
declaring that emancipation of Ne­
groes in the United States was over­
w h e l m i n g l y  a  m o r a l  q u e s t i o n  a n d  
stated the attitudes of statesmen on 
the issue before and after the Civil 
war to substantiate phases of his dis­
cussion. 
"When Thomas Jefferson wrote 
the Declaration o f Independance," 
said Colonel Simmons, emancipation 
was born." The freedom of slaves 
was sprung at the time the Declara­
tion of Independence was written and 
the framers of that declaration had 
final emancipation in their antici­
pation and carried it forward on into 
and after the adoption of the consti­
tution. 
The distinguished orator discussed 
the part played in behalf of emanci­
pation by Wendell Phillips, Lloyd 
Garrison, Harriet Beeeher Stowe, 
John Brown, Frederick Douglass and 
Abraham Lincoln. The emancipation 
proclamation by Abraham Lincoln 
was the stroke that put a finale on 
chattel slavery in America, but it 
sprang from noble hearts and God­
fearing men and women who put 
their consciences and morality above 
the technicalities of the law. 
should arise the characteristic Lib­
eral Arts College with a new sense 
of beginnings, a new sense of crea­
tion and experimentation, a new 
sense of participation and sharing, 
a new sense of obligation and res­
ponsibility a new sense of expan-
siveness and world consciousness, a 
restatement of human values. 
